We evaluated a new simplified quantitative method (Tandem Icon QSR; Hybritech) for choriogonadotropin (hCG), which could theoretically be performed in a ward or with outpatients. The method was compared with immunoradiometric (Bioclone Australia), chemiluminescent (Amer- and it should correctly classify subjects as to pregnancy status.
mt. units/L), excellent correlation was observed between
the Tandem Icon method and the other standard laboratory assays (r = 0.995, 0.990, and 0.992, respectively). Occasional problems arose because of the instability of Tandem Icon QSR reagents at room temperature but this was resolved by storing the reagents at 4#{176}C. We conclude that this simplified quantitative method for hCG is reliable and suitable for use outside of the routine immunoassay laboratory. and it should correctly classify subjects as to pregnancy status.
Measurement

MaterIals and Methods
Samples
Serum was obtained from 82 subjects subsequently shown to have a normal intra-uterine pregnancy and from 22 subjectswith equivocal or negative quantitative hCG results, who were subsequently shown not to be pregnant. All were assayed with the Tandem Icon QSR and the laboratory methods described below. Samples with high concentrations of hCG were diluted as recommended by the manufacturers.
The range of hCG values in test serum samples is shown in 
Results
The simplified quantitative method (Tandem Icon QSR) was easy to use and gave results within 10 mm of sample addition. However, we encountered some initial methodological problems. Because it was not possible to use plasma from EDTA anticoagulant tubes, we used serum or heparinized plasma. Also, one-fifth of the samples initially had to be reassayed because of instability in the internal reference standard of the Icon cartridge. This was remedied by storing all reagents at 4#{176}C rather that at room temperature as advocated by the manufacturers.
Subsequent batches were consistently reliable under these storage conditions. 
